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No Frills Supermarkets and Advantage Sales and 
Marketing Donate items to the First Lady’s Easter Egg Roll
On April 7 the First Lady invited children from across the State of Nebraska to the Easter Egg Roll that was held at the 
Governor’s Mansion.  Hundreds of children showed up to decorate cookies, participate in an Easter Egg Hunt and have their 
faces painted.  This wonderful event is made possible by donations from various companies located in Nebraska.  We thank 
No Frills and Advantage Sales and Marketing for making this project possible.

NLRB Poster Update
A federal district court in South Carolina ruled, in a lawsuit 
brought by the U.S. and S.C. Chamber and others, that 
the NLRB did not have the authority to issue a regulation 
mandating that employers post a notice of labor rights. That 
decision is available here:
http://www.chamberlitigation.com/sites/default/files/cases/
files/2011/Chamber%20v.%20NLRB%20(Posting%20
Rule)%20(Opinion).pdf
 
Earlier, a federal court in Washington, DC (in a case brought 
by the Coalition for a Democratic Workplace and others) 
ruled that the NLRB did have authority to issue the regulation, 
but invalidated most of the enforcement elements.
 
These two conflicting district court opinions have generated 
some confusion among employers.
 

Clearing things up for the time being, the D.C. Circuit has 
enjoined the Board from enforcing the rule while the DC 
case is on appeal. Among the reasons cited by the DC Circuit 
is Friday’s decision in SC. The briefing schedule on the 
expedited appeal sets September for a hearing. Consequently, 
there is not likely to be any decision on the merits until fall 
at the earliest.
 
The DC Circuit order is available here:
http://www.chamberlitigation.com/sites/default/files/cases/
files/2011/NAM%20v.%20NLRB%20(DC%20Circuit%20
Injunction%20Order).pdf
 
We expect to have news on the lawsuit against the NLRB’s 
ambush election regulation in the near future.



The Voice of the Nebraska Grocery Industry

4

CommonGround Plucks Out Top Consumer Concerns 
About Today’s Poultry Industry

Program shares food facts with mothers for National 
Poultry Day
 
Hormones. Hormones. Cages! Change the words to the 
popular poultry-themed children’s game, “Duck. Duck. 
Goose!,” and you may get the attention of mothers. Why? 
Many mothers share similar food concerns and do not 
trust everything they find in the grocery store. 
 
“There is a lot of misinformation out there about food—
especially poultry. And I believe no one can answer your 
food questions better than the people who grow it,” said 
Katie Olthoff, a turkey farmer from Stanhope, Iowa, and 
mother of two. “It really bothers me that there are so many 
concerned moms out there who struggle to make food 
decisions at the grocery store. I don’t want them to be 
fearful of food. That’s why I became a CommonGround 
volunteer.”
 
CommonGround offers mothers and other consumers a 
connection to farm women and facts about food. In honor 
of National Poultry Day, CommonGround served up some 
of those facts. 
 
Top Poultry Questions Posed to CommonGround 
Volunteers

1. Why are chickens kept in small cages? 
The modern cage system for hens has eliminated most 
diseases of the past, provided the hens with protection 
against the weather (environmental controlled housing) 
and predators, while also improving food safety, the 
environment (air and water), and animal welfare.
Source: United Egg Producers

2. Should I be concerned about hormones in chicken? 
Federal regulations do not allow hormones to be used in 
the raising of chickens. 
Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture/Food Safety and 
Inspection Service

3. What about about antibiotics in chicken? 
United Egg Producers says relatively few antibiotics are 
permitted in egg laying chickens in the U.S. If antibiotics 
are used, a “withdrawal” period is required from the 
time antibiotics are administered before the bird can be 
slaughtered. This ensures that no residues are present in 
the bird’s system. The Food Safety and Inspection Service 
randomly samples poultry at slaughter and tests for 
residues. Data from this monitoring program have shown 
a very low percentage of residue violations.
Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture/Food Safety and 
Inspection Service and United Egg Producers

4. Are family farms dying out?
Today, there are approximately 235 egg farmers with 
flocks of 75,000 hens or more. These farmers care for 
about 95 percent of the approximate 290 million laying 
hens in the United States. While these farms have grown 
to meet the market demand, they are still classified as 
“family farms” with the owner still being on the farm 
making day-to-day decisions.”
Source: United Egg Producers

5. What is the price difference between cage-produced 
eggs and cage-free? 
United Egg Producers found that in 2008 the average 
price for cage produced eggs was $1.36 versus $2.79 for 
cage-free and $3.71 for organic.
Source: United Egg Producers

About CommonGround
CommonGround is a grassroots movement to foster 
conversation among women – on farms and in cities – 
about where our food comes from. The United Soybean 
Board (USB) and National Corn Growers Association 
(NCGA) developed CommonGround to give farm women 
the opportunity to engage with consumers using a wide 
range of activities. USB and NCGA provide support and 
a platform for the volunteers to tell their stories. The 
opinions and statements made by the volunteers are not 
necessarily representative of the policies and opinions of 
USB or NCGA
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Sparboe Farms is a complete producer of 
shell and specialty eggs;  offering category 
management, promotional planning, and 
egg set expertise as a compliment to our 
superior quality eggs.
For additional information on how we can 
assist you with your egg category business 
needs, please contact:

Sheila Baker
Sales Merchandiser

Sparboe Farms
515-423-9762

sheila.baker@sparboe.com
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Changes at Nebraska SNAP
Technology is on our side!  New SNAP merchants now have 
option to complete the “paperwork” online and get their 
equipment sooner than currently.  This will avoid confusion 
for new owners and new stores.

Kathi Tiede of the EBT unit retired in December and her 
position will not be filled.  Rather, the Issuance and Collection 
Center (ICC) unit (people who issue EBT cards to Nebraska 
SNAP households) is now under the supervision of Tom 
Ryan, who has worked closely with the grocery industry 
since the inception of SNAP EBT.  The ICC supervisor, Suzi 
Skinner is Tom’s backup on EBT matters.  Suzi has been 
involved in the EBT project from the beginning and has an 
excellent understanding of EBT matters.  Her phone # is 
402-471-5340.  

As of April 25th, The SNAP EBT office will be located in 
the Gold’s Building in Lincoln instead of the Nebraska State 
Office Building.  Their new address will be:  

EBT, 
PO Box 80696

Lincoln, NE 68501 
and their fax will be 402-471-6366. Tom Ryan’s phone 
number remains 402-471-8043.

Gary Gillem
Director of Business Development

gsg@gophernews.com
763-525-3105
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Day in Washington



Proud Supporters 
of the 

Nebraska Grocery 
Industry Association
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Fresh from our farms.

While the FDA has found no significant 
difference between milk from treated and 

untreated herds, some of our customers prefer 
their milk to come from untreated cows.www.robertsdairy.com

They’re easy to get too!
Our excellent service staff will make 
sure you always have plenty in stock.

For more information please call:
Greg Smith in Omaha at 800-779-4321

Roberts Dairy is farmer owned and our 
products are made right here in Nebraska. 
Your customers will reach for them again 

and again because they’re getting 
homegrown quality and goodness with 

absolutely no added growth hormones. 

Crook Dairy - Humboldt, Nebraska
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1032-2407 RobertsNEGrocerAd.ai   6/18/09   4:15:00 PM
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...Proudly Serving Nebraska Grocers
for Over 100 Years.

1-800-333-7340
1-402-592-9262

Omaha Headquarters
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A Good Partner...
...Is Hard to Find

          Premium Malt Beverage. ® is a registered trademark of Mike’s Hard Lemonade Co., Seattle, WA.  

 Mark Anthony Brands Inc.

is proud to be a partner of the 

Nebraska Grocers Association

 and all the hard work

that they do!

mikeshard.com MIKE’S IS HARD. SO IS PRISON. DON’T DRINK UNTIL YOU ARE 21.       

Nebraska’s Leading 
Retail Grocery Agent

8 0 0 . 3 4 4 . 5 6 2 4
www.hakco.com

Grocery List

Lower Experience Mod
Gain Control of Losses

Reduce Insurance Premiums
Employee Benefits

Milk
Bread
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MADD Nebraska Highlights New Data Showing that a Quarter 
of Teen Drinkers Get Alcohol from a Parent or Family Member
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Nebraska Grocery Industry Association 
presents 

One of the Greatest Social Events of the Year! 
 
 
 

SPRING GOLF OUTING…at QUARRY OAKS 
 
Quarry Oaks Golf Club is located near Ashland, just across I-80 from Mahoney State Park . . . one of the best 
courses Nebraska has to offer. 
 

   Mark your calendars for May 22, 2012. 
 
  A box lunch will be distributed to players at 12:00 p.m.   1:00 p.m. shotgun start.  The tournament is a Texas 
Scramble format. Two flights will be established after scores are turned in.  Prizes include a $50 Pro Shop Gift 
Certificate to each Flag Prize Winner.  Each Flight Winner will also receive a $50 Gift Certificate.   Fees 
include the driving range, green fees, cart fees, beverages on the course, box lunch, and the evening meal.  Each 
team should set their own foursome.  Those players without a full group will be combined with other players.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 

This tournament is included in the annual sponsorship packages. A limited number of 
sponsorships are still available on a first-come, first-serve basis as follows: 
 
___ Pre-event publicity, 1 entry fee, hole signage, and recognition in The Voice     $500 

___ We would be interested in donating snacks, beverages, and/or prizes. 
 

I want to Play Golf!  Sign Me Up: 
 

___ Members of NGIA:  $125 per player  ___ Non-Members:  $225 per player 
 

Name________________________________  Name________________________________ 

Name________________________________  Name________________________________ 

Name________________________________  Name________________________________ 
 

Company Name_________________________________ Contact Person______________________________ 

Address_______________________________________City_______________State________Zip__________ 

Phone:(____)_________________Fax:(____)__________________E-Mail Address _____________________ 

      (NOTE - fees must be paid prior to golf outing) 
 

___Please send a statement to my attention for the above players/sponsorship 
 
___Enclosed in my payment for the above players/sponsorship 

 

Please return this completed form by May 14, 2012 to: 
NGIA, 5935 S. 56th St., Suite B, Lincoln, NE  68516-3307 

 
SAVE THE DATES..Annual Conference July 24 at the Champion’s Club and Golf Tournament July 25 
location to be determined. Tobacco & Candy Outing September 21 at Eagle Hills.. More information to follow! 
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Nebraska Grocery Industry Association
2012 Calendar of Events

May 1- 3:
	 FMI 2012, Dallas Convention Center, Dallas, TX

May 22:
NGIA Spring Golf Outing at Quarry Oaks

July 24:
NGIA Annual Conference at Champion’s Club in Lincoln

July 25: 
NGIA Sand Bagger Golf Outing 

	 at Quarry Oaks Golf Club

Aug. 15-16:
Nash Finch Fall Trade Show in Minneapolis

Aug. 22:
AWG Trade Show in Kansas City

Sept. 21-22:
Affiliated Foods Midwest Fall Trade Show in Omaha

Aug. 30:
AWG Trade Show-Springfield, Hilton in Branson

September:
Tobacco & Candy Golf Outing

	  location to be determined
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